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All the questions are compulsory and carry 12.5 marks each.

1.

There has been a great deal of soul-searching in India over the fact that
none of its universities make it to the top 200 of the World University
Rankings. What can be the reason behind such performance by Indian
universities on the global level? Is it justified to evaluate Indian universities
on the basis of parameters involved in such rankings? What changes are
required to improve their performance in the context of global rankings?
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2.  While difference in opinions exist between the State agencies and the
Voluntary Organizations, the State recognizes the need to preserve, protect
and nurture an enabling environment for the development of the Voluntary
sector. Explain in context of the National Policy on the Voluntary sector.
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made a fundamental right in India? How far can the private sector help in
achieving this aim?
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3. "Healthcare is a right, not a privilege". Should the right to healthcare be
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4.  Charities and CSR are. methodologies through which the rich and the big
corporates “give back” to the society, rising above their sole profit motive.
In this context, critically analyse the effectiveness of the CSR measures in
India.
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5.  Policies should work not only towards reducing the number of people below
the poverty line but also ensuring that people do not suffer from multiple |
deprivations. Critically examine the above statement in the light of
methodology adopted to measure poverty in independent India.
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6. "If district and regional councils are keys, then Governor is the master key".

Critically analyse in the context of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.
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7. The developmental model in India should include rural development
schemes that are “demand driven” rather than “programme driven”.
Examine with respect to the design of various social sector schemes.
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8. What are the key benefits that India can derive from the National AYUSH
Mission? Discuss along with challenges that are anticipated in its
implementation.
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9. MGNREGA was launched with the twin objectives of employment
generation and poverty alleviation, Even though it has achieved reasonable
success w.r.t. the former, it's success has been limited w.r.t. the latter.
Examine.
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10. Bureaucracy has a love-hate relationship with democracy. As a servant it is
invaluable but as a master it can ruin us. Discuss in light of relationship
between democracy and bureaucracy in India since independence. Also,
examine the ways in which the democratic credentials of the bureaucracy
can be strengthened.
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11. Digital India programme has the potential to not only transform the citizen
service delivery, but also ‘provide the much needed impetus for key social
and industrial sectors. Examine.
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12, Citizens' participation in governance embodies a shift in the development

paradigm from citizens as passive recipients to active participants in the
development process. What are the different mechanisms for citizens'
participation in the development process? Illustrate.
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13. Financial inclusion has four aspects — bank accounts, access to credit,
investment Opportunities and insurance services. Does the Jan Dhan Yojana
address all these aspects? What are the issues with the design and
implementation of this scheme?
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14. "There is an urgent need to institutionalize social audit for major welfare

schemes as a large part of the government's budget is spent on them
What are the benefits of social audit? Citing relevant examples, bring out
the loopholes in its implementation. Also, suggest some measures for its
improvement.
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15. "Though e-governance has facilitated the collection of taxes it has not
provided any control over how the tax money is utilized". In this context,
discuss if the problem in India is not of e-governance deficit but of

governance deficit. . .
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16. The dream of making India a global manufacturing hub in a highly
competitive world economy cannot be realized In the absence of a
sustainable skill pool. Examine the structural and functional constraints
w.r.t. skill development programme in India.
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17. Hithertho, healthcare policy in India has turned a blind eye towards neo-

natals. In light of the above statement, examine the constraints faced and
the steps taken to tackle the problem of neo-natal mortality in India.
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18.

The four main priorities for education policy have been Access, Equity,
Quality and Governance. New education policies should continue to
prioritise these four areas, however, there must be greater emphasis on
improving learning outcomes at all levels. Discuss.
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19. Inrecent times, issues of social security have become relatively important in
the wake of increased contractualisation, outsourcing and informalisation of
industries. In this context, examine the recert initiatives taken by the
government in enhancing social security benefits.
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20. The challenge to problem of malnutrition not only includes 'hunger' (lack of
food) but also 'hidden hunger'. Define hidden hunger. Give suggestions to
address these challenges along with policy interventions undertaken by the
government in this regard.
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